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Telling time; Good and Bad time of a day  
 
The question words vd;d ‘what’ and vj;jid ‘how many?’ and vt;tsT ‘how much’ are used 
to query time in different contexts.  
 

,g;Ngh kzp vd;d (spoken)? ‘What time is it now?’ 
vj;jid kzpf;F ehd; tuZk; (spoken)? ‘At what time do I need to com?’ or ‘At what 
time should I be here?’ 
vt;tsT Neuk; ePq;f Fspg;gPq;f spoken)? ‘How long would you take for your shower?’ 

 
The word kzp is used in the sense of o’clock (cf. time) and Neuk; in the sense of ‘duration of 

time’. Duration can be from the range of ‘seconds’ to ‘years’. Another word used to refer to time 

generally, or as seasons, is fhyk;.  

 
Hours of the day  
 

Any specific time in Tamil is expressed from the hour in terms of a quarter (fhy;), half (miu) 

and three –quarters (Kf;fhy;). Unlike in English, no time is expressed to the hour. Below are 

some of the example times.  

 
xd;Nwfhy; (xd;Ndfhy;) ‘one and a quarter’ (1:15) 
xd;wiu (xd;dnu) ‘one and a half’ (1:30) 
xd;NwKf;fhy; (xd;NdKf;fh) ‘one and three – quarters’ (1:45)  

 
The other sub-divisions of time are marked with the word epkplk; or epkp\k; ‘minute’ and nehb 
‘second’.  
 

vl;L kzp gj;J epkp\k; ‘eight o’clock and ten minute’ (8:10) 
MW kzp gj;J epkp\k; ,uz;L nehb ‘six o’clock, ten minute and tow seconds.  

 
ey;y Neuk; ‘good time’ and nfl;l Neuk; ‘bad time’  
 
In general, morning time is considered very auspicious and everyone wants their morning to 

have a good start. If anything bad happens in the morning, someone might worry that the whole 

day would end up with similar events.  Store owners especially want their first few transactions 

to be without any problem. If anyone argues or creates a problem in the store in the morning, the 

owner of the store would feel very bad and they might even yell at the customer saying 

fhyq;fhj;jhny te;Jl;bNa rhT fpuhf;fp ‘you butcher! You started it right in the morning!’ if 

anything bad happens to anyone during the day, that person might blame the person whom 
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he/she woke up to! (,z;nzf;fp Kopr;r KopNa rhpapy;ny ‘To whom (I) woke up to wasn’t 

right’ lit. the eye on whom (I) woke up to wasn’t right).  For this reason, people also tend to be 

afraid to be seen first by someone else when waking up. People also tend to look at their own 

face in a mirror, or even see their own palms when they wake up in the morning, just to avoid 

anyone else’s bad luck. Tamils consult the almanac which tells about the positions of starts and 

planets on each day. Based on how the stars are positioned in relation to other stars, they decide 

whether a particular time is a good time or a bad time. One and a half hour of each day is 

considered inauspicious (uhFfhyk;) during which time no one would start a journey or any 

auspicious events like wedding, rituals, setting out for to accomplish something etc. uhFfhyk; is 

determined based on how the star uhF comes in contact with the sun each day. Below are the 

uhFfhyk; hours during the weak.  

 
Monday (jpq;fs;) 7:30 to 9am  
Saturday (rdp) 9.00 to 10:30 am  
Friday (nts;sp) 10:30am to 12pm  
Wednesday (Gjd;) 12 to 1:30pm 
Thursday (tpahod;) 1:30 to 3pm  
Tuesday (nrt;tha;) 3 to 4:30 pm 
Sunday (QhapW) 4:30 to 6pm  

 
This sequence of days pertaining to uhFfhyk; is usually remembered by the following 
expression:  
jpUth&H rd;dpjpapy; ntw;wpiyAk; G\;gKk; tpw;w nrl;baH QhdpahdhH 

‘The merchant who sold betal leaf and flowers by the side of the Thiruvarur temple became a 
saint’. 
This and similar other expressions are used to remember the above sequence of uhFfhyk; days.  

Day Raghu (uhF) Kuligai  (Fspif) 
Emagandam  (vk 
fz;lk; -Right time 
for the god of death) 

Sunday (QhapW – 
fpoik) 4.30 – 6.00pm 3.00 – 4.30 12.00 – 1.30 

Monday (jpq;fs; – 
fpoik) 7.30 – 9.00pm 1.30 – 4.30 10.30 – 12.00 

Tuesday (nrt;tha; 
– fpoik) 3.00 – 4.30pm 12.00 – 1.30 9.00 – 10.30 

Wednesday (Gjd; – 
fpoik) 12.00 – 1.30pm 10.30 – 12.00 12.00 – 1.30 

Thursday (tpahod; 
– fpoik) 1.30 – 3.00 Pm 9.00 – 10.30 6.00 – 7.30 

Friday (nts;sp – 
fpoik) 10.30 – 12.00 Pm 7.30 – 9.00 3.00 – 4.30 
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Saturday (rdp – 
fpoik) 9.00 – 10.30Pm 6.00 – 7.30    1.30 – 3.00 

 
Traditional Tamil belief takes the star system very seriously and considers that everyone’s life is 

predetermined by the positions of the stars in relation to other stars and the planets.  

 
Tamil Calendar 
The Tamil calendar, based on the old Hindu solar calendar, had twelve months. In general, the 

Tamil months start around the 14th or 15th of English months. So, each Tamil month spans 

between the last half and first half of every English month. The Tamil months have around 30 

days. However, the number of days varies by year. For example, fhHj;jpif had 30 days in 1997 

and 29 in 1998. Below are the names and dates of the Tamil months starting with the Tamil new 

year for 1997 – 2004:  

Tamil 
month 

English 
month 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 

rpj;jpiu  

(New year) April 14 14 14 13 13 13 14 13 

itfhrp May 15 15 15 14 14 14 15 14 

Mdp June 15 15 15 15 14 15 15 15 

Mb July 17 17 17 16 16 16 17 16 

Mtzp August 17 17 18 16 17 17 18 17 

Gul;lhrp September 17 17 18 16 17 17 18 17 

Ig;grp October 17 18 18 17 17 17 18 17 

fhHj;jpif November 16 17 17 16 16 16 17 16 

khHfop December 16 16 16 15 15 16 16 16 
ij 

(Harvest 
month)  

January 14 14 15 14 14 14 15 15 

khrp  February 12 13 13 13 12 12 13 13 

gq;Fdp  March  14 15 15 14 14 14 15 14 
 
 


